TNA Talking Points – WKRN Interview 
Flu Shots 
1. We are asking all Tennesseans who are eligible to get their flu shot and to get vaccinated against the COVID-19 virus. If you can get vaccinated, please do so. 

1. Since 2010, there have been between 9–45 million cases of the flu during a typical flu season in the U.S. Flu shots are the best way to help protect against getting the flu virus.

1. We’re about to enter the holiday season where family and friends will naturally want to gather to celebrate. A flu shot can help lower your chance of spreading the flu to your friends and family, which is especially important for people who are at an increased risk.

1. Flu shots can help prevent serious flu-related complications, like cardiovascular events, pneumonia and hospitalizations – especially for adults 50+ and those with chronic health conditions.

COVID-19 Vaccinations
1. TNA encourages all who are eligible to get vaccinated against COVID-19, especially as Tennessee has recorded the second highest per capita infections of all states during the pandemic and has suffered one of the worst delta surges according to the CDC. Tennessee also has the eight-lowest vaccination rate of all states and the number of new vaccinations given has decreased this month.

1. For healthcare workers, the priority is to always protect the health of your patients. In this case, getting vaccinated against COVID-19 is the most effective way to mitigate exposure and surges in new cases that could have the potential to exacerbate an already stressed healthcare system. 

1. Ninety percent of all new COVID-19 infections in May, June and July were among unvaccinated populations, according to a virus report from the Tennessee Department of Health. The report also said that during the same time span, unvaccinated people accounted for at least 88% of all coronavirus hospitalizations and 94% of all deaths from the virus. 

1. The FDA has formally approved Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine. For those who have been hesitant about getting vaccinated, this approval should instill additional confidence that getting vaccinated is our best defense against COVID-19.  

1. The Pfizer vaccine as well as the vaccine from Johnson & Johnson and Moderna are effective against the Delta variant, which is spreading rapidly in Tennessee. 

1. By getting a COVID-19 vaccine, you are protecting yourself, your family and friends and the healthcare workers who have been working tirelessly to care for COVID-19 patients. 


Outsourcing Nurses (General Points) 
· Nurses are feeling extremely burnt out from the pandemic. Tennessee nurses have been working on the front lines since the pandemic broke in March 2020 – almost two years ago; many of them without the kind of reprieve needed to sustain this type of stressful work.

· The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted staffing challenges, as nurses from the “baby boomer” generation, or those toward the end of their career, likely chose to retire. Others are experiencing burnout at unparalleled levels and that’s made them reconsider a new career path. 

· Staffing challenges have caused some facilities to recruit out of state or travel nurses to help fill the need and tend to the influx of patients. 

· While it has historically been common to recruit international nurses, we haven’t seen any specific instances of this happening in Tennessee, especially once the pandemic began, as travel restrictions were applied to so many countries. 

